Basic critical reasoning for GRE 
Critical reasoning is a process by which we evaluate information and ideas, for taking effective decisions. Every human being from birth to burial is capable of thinking because each has a mind of his or her own and there lies the problem. We very often think as per the dictates of our minds rather than those of our brains. Such reasoning is normal reasoning. Critical reasoning differs from normal reasoning in its focused approach, objectivity, and ability to see through the phenomena and their possible pitfalls. Critical Reasoning is evaluating one’s ability to observe the evidences, appraise the study results, unearth hidden assumptions, and then evaluate an argument and its conclusion  
In critical reasoning, the word argument is not used to denote disagreement or quarrel. It is the entire framework of expressions, in which some are the causes from which emerges the conclusion. 
Premise

The Major premise is an indicative statement of a general or universal nature.: 
“All Universities insist on GRE scores for admission into their graduates streams ". 
The minor premise is a more specific instance of the major premise. : As an applicant for my Masters course, my GRE score was high 

A major premise presents general categories, general alternatives, or general conditions while the minor premise represents an instance of what is presented in the major premise
The conclusion is the inevitable result of accepting the major and minor premises: ".I am likely to be admitted into the Michigan Institute of Technology “
How do we identify arguments? We depend upon intuition mostly because there is definitely a set pattern of cause and effect.  However, sometimes the job can be made easier by the presence of certain premise or conclusion indicators. For example, if a person makes a statement, and then adds "this is because ...", then it is quite likely that the first statement is presented as a conclusion, supported by the statements that come afterwards. Other words that might be used to indicate the premises to follow include:
Premise indicators:
The reason is that 
Because 
Since 
As 
On the basis of.
It follows from  
In view of .
We may infer from 
deduced / derived from
firstly, 
secondly

for, 

as, 

after all,

assuming that, 

in view of the fact that

Conclusion indicators:
Accordingly, .
Clearly, .
Consequently, .
This indicates that .
Hence, .
It follows that .
So, .
Therefore, .
This indicates that .
This shows that .
Thus, .
We may infer that .
therefore, 
it follows that

hence, 
consequently

suggests 
proves 
demonstrates that

entails, 
implies

When it comes to the analysis and evaluation of an argument, it is often useful to label the premises and the conclusion, and display them on separate lines with the conclusion at the bottom 
Examples:

1.Premise 1) If you want to find a good job, you should work hard

Premise 2) You do want to find a good job

Conclusion) Therefore,  you should  work hard.

2. We should not inflict unnecessary pain on cows and pigs. After all, we should not inflict unnecessary pain on any animal with consciousness, and cows and pigs are animals with consciousness.

(Premise 1) We should not inflict unnecessary pain on any animal with consciousness.

(Premise 2) Cows and pigs are animals with consciousness. 

(Conclusion) We should not inflict unnecessary pain on cows and pigs.

3. If this liquid is acidic, the litmus paper would have turned red. But it hasn't, so the liquid is not acidic.

(Premise 1) If the liquid is acidic, the litmus paper would have turned red.
(Premise 2) The litmus paper has not turned red.
(Conclusion) The liquid is not acidic.
Practice questions
Instructions 

In each of the give questions, identify the various premises and the conclusions and write them down one by one. The first two are done for you 

Example 1:
A proposed ordinance requires the installation in new homes of sprinklers automatically triggered by the presence of a fire. However, a homebuilder argued that because more than 90 percent of residential fires are extinguished by a household member, residential sprinklers would only marginally decrease property damage caused by residential fires

Premise 1 (P1);A proposed ordinance requires the installation in new homes of sprinklers automatically triggered by the presence of a fire. 

P2 : However, a home builder argued that because more than 90 percent of residential fires are extinguished by a household member

Conclusion(C) , residential sprinklers would only marginally decrease property damage caused by residential fires

Example 2 . The economy around Lake Paqua depends on fishing of the lake’s landlocked salmon population. In recent years, scarcity of food for salmon there has caused a decline in both the number and the size of the adult salmon in the lake. As a result, the region’s revenues from salmon fishing have declined significantly. To remedy this situation, officials plan to introduce shrimp, which can serve as a food source for adult salmon, into Lake Paqua.
P 1 ; The economy around Lake Paqua depends on fishing of the lake’s landlocked salmon population. 

P 2; In recent years, scarcity of food for salmon there has caused a decline in both the number and the size of the adult salmon in the lake. 

Interim C ; As a result, the region’s revenues from salmon fishing have declined significantly. 

Final C: To remedy this situation, officials plan to introduce shrimp, which can serve as a food source for adult salmon, into Lake Paqua.

1. In the past most airline companies minimized aircraft weight to minimize fuel costs. The safest airline seats were heavy, and airlines equipped their planes with few of these seats. This year the seat that has sold best to airlines has been the safest One—a clear indication that airlines are assigning a higher priority to safe seating than to minimizing fuel costs

2. Crops can be traded on the futures market before they are harvested. If a poor corn harvest is predicted, prices of corn futures rise, if a bountiful corn harvest is predicted, prices of corn futures fall. This morning meteorologists are predicting much-needed rain for the corn-growing region starting tomorrow. Therefore, since adequate moisture is essential for the current crop’s survival, prices of corn futures will fall sharply 

3. According to the Tristate Transportation Authority, making certain improvements to the main commuter rail line would increase ridership dramatically. The authority plans to finance these improvements over the course of five years by raising automobile tolls on the two highway bridges along the route the rail line serves. Although the proposed improvements are indeed needed, the authority’s plan for securing the necessary funds should be rejected because it would unfairly force drivers to absorb the entire cost of something from which they receive no benefit.
4. The program to control the entry of illegal drugs into the country was a failure in 1987. If the program had been successful, the wholesale price of most illegal drugs would not have dropped substantially in 1987.  

5. The difficulty with the proposed high-speed train line is that a used plane can be bought for one-third the price of the train line, and the plane, which is just as fast, can fly anywhere. The train would be a fixed linear system, and we live in a world that is spreading out in all directions and in which consumers choose the free-wheel systems (cars, buses, aircraft), which do not have fixed routes. Thus, a sufficient market for the train will not exist.
6. Robot satellites relay important communications and identify weather patterns. Because the satellites can be repaired only in orbit, astronauts are needed to repair them. Without repairs, the satellites would eventually malfunction. Therefore, space flights carrying astronauts must continue.
7. A factory was trying out a new process for producing one of its products, with the goal of reducing production costs. A trial production run using the new process showed a 15 percent reduction in costs compared with past performance using the standard process. The production managers therefore concluded that the new process did produce a cost savings.
8. A program instituted in a particular state allows parents to prepay their children, s future college tuition at current rates. The program then pays the tuition annually for the child at any of the state, s public colleges in which the child enrolls. Parents should participate in the program as a means of decreasing the cost for their children’s college education.
9. Some people have questioned the judge’s objectivity in cases of sex discrimination against women. However, the record shows that in sixty percent of such cases, the judge has decided in favor of the women. This record demonstrates that the judge has not discriminated against women in cases of sex discrimination against women. 
10. Most consumers do not get much use out of the sports equipment they purchase. For example, seventeen percent of the adults in the United States own jogging shoes, but only forty-five percent of the owners jog more than once a year, and only seventeen percent jog more than once a week.
11. An airplane engine manufacturer developed a new engine model with safety features lacking in the earlier model, which was still being manufactured. During the first year that both were sold, the earlier model far outsold the new model; the manufacturer thus concluded that safety was not the customers, primary consideration 
12. In comparison to the standard typewriter keyboard, the EFCO keyboard, which places the most-used keys nearest the typist’s strongest fingers, allows faster typing and results in less fatigue, Therefore, replacement of standard keyboards with the EFCO keyboard will result in an immediate reduction of typing costs.
13. Outsourcing is the practice of obtaining from an independent supplier a product or service that a company has previously provided for itself. Since a company, s chief objective is to realize the highest possible year-end profits, any product or service that can be obtained from an independent supplier for less than it would cost the company to provide the product or service on its own should be outsourced 
14 A light bulb company produces 2,000 light bulbs per week. The manager wants to ensure that standards of quality remain constant from week to week. The manager, therefore, claims that out of 2,000 light bulbs produced per week, 500 light bulbs are rejected.
15. Critics of sales seminars run by outside consultants point out that since 1987, revenues of vacuum cleaner companies whose employees attended consultant-led seminars were lower than revenues of vacuum cleaner companies whose employees did not attend such seminars. The critics charge that for vacuum cleaner companies, the sales seminars are ill conceived and a waste of money 
16. A sociologist recently studied two sets of teenagers. The members of one set spent 10 or more hours per week watching violent television programs, and the members of the other set spent 2 hours or less per week watching violent television programs. A significantly greater proportion of the teenagers in the former group exhibited aggressive behavior during the period of the study. The sociologists reasoned that the prolonged exposure to television violence caused the aggressive behavior. 
17. In the last decade, there has been significant decrease in coffee consumption. During the same tine, there has been increasing publicity about the caffeine about caffeine’s adverse long-term effects on health. Therefore the decrease in coffee consumption must have been caused by consumers, awareness of the harmful effect of caffeine 
18. Opponents of laws that require automobile drivers and passengers to wear seat belts argue that in a free society people have the right to take risks as long as the people do not harm other as a result of taking the risks. As a result, they conclude that it should be each person’s decision whether to wear a seat belt. 
19. Psychologists conducted a series of experiments to test the effect upon schoolchildren of violence in films. In the first experiment, grammar school children were shown a film that included scenes of a male teenager engaging in violent acts against others, such as punching, pushing, and kicking. During a free-play session following the film viewing, 42 percent of the children were observed to engage in one or more violent acts similar to those in the film. In a second experiment, a different group of children was shown a similar film featuring a female teenager. Only 14 percent of the children were observed behaving violently afterward. The psychologists concluded that children are more likely to imitate violent behavior on film when a male model is shown than when a female model is shown.
20 The city council will certainly vote to approve the new downtown redevelopment plan, despite the objections of environmentalists. After all, most of the campaign contributions received by members of the city council come from real estate development firms, which stand to benefit from the plan.
21. Banning cigarette advertisements in the mass media will not reduce the number of young people who smoke. They know that cigarettes exist and they know how to get them. They do not need the advertisements to supply that information.

22. Six months or so after getting a video recorder, many early buyers apparently lost interest in obtaining videos to watch on it. The trade of businesses selling and renting videos is still buoyant, because the number of homes with video recorders is still growing. However, clearly, once the market for video recorders is saturated, businesses distributing videos face hard times.
23. To entice customers away from competitors, Red Label supermarkets have begun offering discounts on home appliances to customers who spend $50 or more on any shopping trip to Red Label. Red Label executives claim that the discount program has been a huge success, since cash register receipts of $50 or more are up thirty percent since the beginning of the program.

24.While Governor Verdant has been in office, the state’s budget has increased by an average of 6 percent each year. While the previous governor was in office, the state’s budget increased by an average of 11.5 percent each year. Obviously, the austere budgets during Governor Verdant’s term have caused the slowdown in the growth in state spending.

25. A year after the start an experiment to decrease crime in two high-crime subway stations by the installation of closed-circuit televisions, the experiment is being discontinued, city officials say the program has led to an increase in crime, citing the fact that following the installation, both stations showed increases in the number of crimes reported.
26. The lobbyists argued that because there is no statistical evidence that breathing other people’s tobacco smoke increases the incidence of heart disease or lung cancer in healthy nonsmokers, legislation banning smoking in workplaces cannot be justified on health grounds.
27. The increased concentration of salt in the bay, which is the result of recent drought and high temperatures, will cause many fish to die. Shrimp, however, can tolerate high salt levels; the shrimp industry will not, therefore, be hurt by the increased concentration of salt.
28. Because of a recent drought in Florida during the orange-growing season, the price of oranges this season will be three times the usual price. This will drive up the cost of producing orange juice and thus push up the price of orange juice for the consumer.
Some important terms to remember before attempting to solve Bold Face Questions in Reading Comprehension.

The correct interpretation of the action words largely brings out the relation between the two bold face statements. It is important to understand the basic tenets of CR passages such as premises, assumption, the conclusion etc; we must also be thorough with  what the argument seeks to establish, or seeks to oppose or in effect what direction is the argument is heading on. The primary purpose of the argument or the focus of the passage should be clear in the mind before we get down considering the choices. 

The broad classification of the descriptive words is 

1) those that are premises or evidence that lead to a conclusion; those that  support or oppose a conclusion, unstated premises such as assumptions. These are facts and mostly derive from the present or past. The cue words for this category are since, because, although etc.  

those that are conclusions, interim conclusions or final or main conclusions; those that are speculations, judgments, opinions, stance, stands, feelings; These may not be facts and are  more in the nature futuristic events and liable to become  wrong. 

3)  words like claim,  consideration, position strategy policy objection undermining drawback define describe 
1. Premises words 

a finding – a  discovery , a revelation 

an assumption: -- a non-existing factor, to be drawn to lead to a conclusion, invisible factor; take for granted 

Consideration - A factor to be considered in forming a judgment or decision 

Evidence  - grounds in support of that consideration 

phenomenon – an occurrence , a thing of past or present 

the circumstance-  context,  setting, the atmosphere, a situation

Observation—seeing of the past or the present   

Platform – a ground from which something is derived 

2. Conclusion words :

a hunch – a premonition  that something is likely to occur

a judgment – personal assessment 

a prediction, guess, premonition, intuition,  instinct

a proposal – a futuristic offer 

a recommendation – a futuristic advice 

conclusion – What the argument seeks to establish 

contrary conclusion – opposite decision 

Generalization- a general idea developed from smaller premises,  A principle, statement, or idea having general application. Can be both part of a conclusion or an observation

interim conclusion, a minor conclusion leading to the main conclusion 
Judgment   opinion - thinking , view, estimation

main conclusion -  the final conclusion 

Opinion,  -  personal view  

Proposal – Proposition, Suggestion

Speculation, -- uncertain, like to happen not a fact  

3) descriptive words 

a claim – an assertion – averment  - insistence

a drawback – a reverse 
a policy -  guideline, rule  
a strategy  - modus operandi , a method to reach an aim 
an objection – opposition, criticism , undermining 

argument  The main point of the topic  

argument seeks to establish.- the point of the passage 

as a whole defends – overall supports  

calls that conclusion into question.- doubts, undermines , weakens , disagrees , disputes

challenges (verb) – questions, negates, 
 to claim  - to demand, to maintain  

Contends: to strive in controversy or debate; dispute.

Context- platform, opportunity, situation. Scenario

Contrary  --Opposed; contradictory; repugnant; inconsistent.
criticism

Define: give the meaning of the word, like dictionaries do.
Demonstrate – prove 
Describe: give some characteristics of the item defined.
Explain: give reasons for why the item is what it is or does what it does; provide more complete information
Evaluate - To ascertain or fix the value or worth of; to examine and judge; weigh carefully; appraise

explanation – giving reasons
identify -  recognize,  locate,  

Illustrate  -, explain with  examples, to   show what something is like, or to show that something is true
Imply – mean without mentioning

Implications – after effects; side effects 
Infer- deduce something  from stated  facts 

in part based – on one of the premises 

in support -  to endorse; 

in support of the overall position – to9 agree with he argument 
Policy –  principle, rule, guideline 

potential objection – possible, or implied objection  

Presents - to offer for observation,  To introduce

presents a situation – provides a platform  

provides further evidence – fortifies, reinforces with additional facts

provides support– goes  in tandem with the reasoning

questioning – doubting, criticizing, undermining, 

supplies a context  - provides a ground 
support an opposing position – to oppose 
that the argument disputes  - the argument disapproves, or disputes 

the content – the actual wordings or expression 

the course  - the path 
the position  A stand taken, one’s thinking , 

to challenge – to question, to criticize . 

to support the position – to support some stand 

 to undermine-   weaken, call in to question, raise doubt

an appeal to authority – an automatic acceptance of an expert’s or celebrity’s  opinon 

While the above is a general idea of the usage of these words in boldface questions, they have to be understood in the contexts in which they are presented.

